Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 296 K; mean (C-C) = 0.003 Å; R factor = 0.043; wR factor = 0.121; data-to-parameter ratio = 19.4.
In the title compound, C 7 H 10 N + ÁC 2 H 2 ClO 2 À , the planar chloracetate ion [with a maximum deviation of 0.025 (3) Å ] is oriented at a dihedral angle of 31.07 (4) with respect to the planar [maximum deviation of 0.022 (3) Å ] phenylmethanaminium cation. In the crystal structure, intermolecular N-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bonds link the molecules into a network. A weak C-HÁ Á Á interaction is also present.
Related literature
For related structures, see: Amini et al. (2007) ; HoullemareDruot & Coquerel (1998) ; Rademeyer (2003) . For bondlength data, see: Allen et al. (1987) .
Experimental
Crystal data Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). 
Cg1 is the centroid of the benzene ring.
Data collection: APEX2 (Bruker, 2007 ); cell refinement: SAINT (Bruker, 2007) ; data reduction: SAINT; program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXS97 (Sheldrick, 2008 ); program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXL97 (Sheldrick, 2008) 
Comment
Organic ammonium salts have many applications such as phase transfer catalysis, photo base-generators etc. We have prepared a scheme for synthesizing various ammonium salts, which will differ due to the moiety attached to NH 3 group and due to the anion. We reported herein the crystal structure of the title compound, (I), in this regard. The crystal structures of benzylammonium nitrate, (II) (Rademeyer, 2003) , bis(benzylammonium) sulfate, (III) (Amini et al., 2007) and (±)-α-methylbenzylammonium chloroacetate, (IV) (Houllemare-Druot & Coquerel, 1998) have been reported.
The asymmetric unit of the title compound contains one cation and one anion ( Fig. 1 ) , in which the bond lengths (Allen et al., 1987) and angles are within normal ranges. The planar chloracetate ion [with a maximum deviation of 0.025 (3) Å for atom C8] is oriented with respect to the planar phenylmethane moiety [with a maximum deviation of -0.022 (3) Å for atom C7] at a dihedral angle of 31.07 (4)°, and atom N1 is 1.3132 (24) Å away from the plane of the phenylmethane moiety.
In the crystal structure, strong intermolecular N-H···O hydrogen bonds (Table 1) link the molecules into a network ( Fig.   2 ), in which they may be effective in the stabilization of the structure. There also exists a weak C-H···π interaction (Table 1) .
Experimental
For the preparation of the title compound, benzylamine (1.09 ml, 0.01 mol) was added dropwise to a solution of chloroacetic acid (0.945 g, 0.01 mol) in dichloromethane (20 ml), and stirred for 30 min. The product precipitated, filtered out and washed with n-hexane. Crystals suitable for X-ray analysis were obtained from a mixture of n-hexane/chloroform (1:1).
Refinement
H atoms (for NH 3 ) were located in difference Fourier synthesis and refined isotropically. The remaining H atoms were positioned geometrically with C-H = 0.93 and 0.97 Å, for aromatic and methylene H atoms, respectively, and constrained to ride on their parent atoms, with U iso (H) = 1.2U eq (C). Figures   Fig. 1 . The molecular structure of the title molecule, with the atom-numbering scheme. Displacement ellipsoids are drawn at the 50% probability level.
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